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Issue: 
28 
APR 
JUN 
2020 

COVID-19 Update 
 

The world seems to have radically changed with the 
introduction of the COVID-19 Corona virus in the 
world human population. Missions is no exception. 
We found ourselves in a situation requiring a quick 
decision -  stay on field or return to Australia. There 
were many factors involved but in our own personal 
circumstance we knew that we should stay.  A key 
quote has been resounding in my mind – “never 
waste a crisis”. When we come into hardship or hard 
situations, that’s perfect for God to be, well, God. I 
loved that encouraging message that Ps. Alun 
Davies preached at the Pan Asia Conference - He 
needs our nothing to make something! 
So during this time of crisis, we are finding God’s 
miraculous outcomes and changes and new ways of 
connecting and reaching people. 
 

Church online 
Who knew? Church online would be a thing. We 
have had to quickly learn new skills and adapt. Our 
church attendance and involement has grown a lot. It 
has also provided flexibility for people to get involved 
at other times other than the 10:30am Sunday 
service as well as share Church with friends. 
 

NEW - Online English Classes 
We have started online English classes free for 
those who would like to attend. We have had some 
great responses so far and greater connection and 
involvement from people we have already connected 
with. What an awesome breakthrough. 
 

Life Groups online 
We have also been able to get much more 
involvement from people who are now attending life 
groups weekly and studying the Bible together. 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

We really appreciate everyone who gives regularly or 
to our projects. Thank you! Praise God for your 
faithfulness to His work!  

 
Ministry Vehicle: Thankyou to everyone who has 
given to our ministry vehicle project. We have now 
been able to purchase a perfect vehicle which has 
already helped us greatly with the food ministry. 

 
CURRENT URGENT PROJECTS  

Ministry venue: During this crisis we need to raise 
funds to keep the doors of our ministry venue 
opened. Donations towards our ministry venue rent 
are much needed. 
Food Ministry: During this crisis many organisations 
that help the needy in Fukuoka have closed. There is 
a real need for us to increase our food distribution to 
the needy and purchase food/hygiene items. 
 

To contribute to our projects please see the link 
below: 
https://donate.acci.org.au/form-4487739/gebert-
fw172-pledge 
 
 

Raising up New Leaders 
Having to go online with ministry has been met with 
prayer for the resources needed in making it all happen. 
God has blessed us with a new Christian who has a 
calling on her life to be an interpreter. And what amazing 
growth she is showing in EVERY way. Praise God! Well 
done Masako! 

https://donate.acci.org.au/form-4487739/gebert-fw172-pledge
https://donate.acci.org.au/form-4487739/gebert-fw172-pledge
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A New Interpreter – Prayer answered 

 
We love it how God answers prayer. Not always immediately, but 
perfect in timing. We were heavily reliant on a single interpreter, 
until recently when God answered prayer. We started reaching out 
to people in Starbucks a while ago, and met a lovely lady, Masako. 
A housewife who always had a passion and desire to be an 
interpreter. 
 
She developed a love for studying God’s Word with us each week 
and became a Christian. She is now interpreting our online Sunday 
messages for our You-Tube channel! I am blown away again and 
again at how God always provides exactly what is needed when it 
is needed, and how God continues to stretch and grow His church, 
His people. Now Masako’s desire to be an interpreter has come 
true and she is so thankful to God. 
 

Home Schooling 
 
Similar to Australia, schools in Japan have been kept shut to 
prevent the spread of the COVID-19 Corona virus. This has meant 
that a portion of our time has been redirected to home schooling 
our two beautiful missionary girls. Thankfully, Fiona in her past life 
was a qualified NSW teacher but there is a greater challenge as all 
the school materials are in Japanese! Finding the time to juggle 
ministry and home schooling is also a challenge. The school has 
been very helpful to us and it is so wonderful to be part of this 
community. 
 A New Kind of Homeless! 

The homeless community that we serve is being especially tested at this difficult time. There was a Japanese 
newspaper reporter who watched our food ministry to the homeless. She asked some questions about who we were 
and what we were doing. Often it is our most vulnerable in the community who are hit the worst at times like this. What 
I hadn’t realised which she informed me about, is that many of the service providers who assist the homeless 
community have cut back their services. There are multiple reasons as to why these services are being cutback, but 
we are thankful that we are able to continue our food assistance and stand with people in prayer. This has meant 
changes however, including the use of social distancing measures for people waiting in line. It is often easy for some 
to forget the homeless in the middle of this crisis. As more and more public areas are being closed, the homeless have 
less options available to beat the challenges of weather conditions. Where once they could quietly sit near a book 
store, or sleep in an internet café, now they have to stay in the park, rain or shine. 
 
What broke our hearts was someone who came to us desperate. She had no job and no place to live. She has no 
family or friends, and went from city to city looking for another job to start her life again. Unfortunately people aren’t 
hiring new staff at the moment, and she had missed out on food services. Housing has also not be an option and she 
is ineligible for the Japanese government grant as she has no fixed address. When we met her she had not eaten for 7 
days and had only drunk water from public water fountains. We were able to make sure she had warm food and other 
non perishable items. We were also able to give her a copy of the Bible which she was so thankful to receive. Please 
pray as we look for other ways that we can help! To help us provide extra food to the needy during this crisis please 
see the Ministry Projects section of this newsletter. 



FOUR WAYS TO  GET INVOLVED 
 
Everyone can easily participate in the Geberts’ journey  
by giving support in one of the 
four areas needed. 
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GIVING & FINANCE 

Financial giving is so 

important and key to being 

able to do what needs to 

be done. One off donations 

are great, and regular 

monthly commitments 

essential. 

Everyone can be a key 

part in God’s work by 

simply making a 

commitment to support 

the Geberts so that 

people who have never 

heard the good news 

have a chance to 

accept God’s life 

changing love. 
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FACTS & FIGURES 

UPDATE ON 
FUKUOKA & THE 
CORONA VIRUS 
 
Over the last 2 months the 
numbers of Corona Virus 
cases in Japan have been 
increasing.  
 
The total infections in Japan 
(not including the Diamond 
Princess Cruise Ship) as of 
28 April is close to 14,000. 
Of those, Fukuoka now has 
625 confirmed cases.  
 
Schools have been closed in 
Japan, with Children 
learning from home since 
early March.  On 7 April a 
State of Emergency was 
declared for 7 prefectures in 
Japan including Fukuoka. 
This was then extended to 
all of Japan in mid April. 
Rather than a lockdown, 
citizens are asked to work 
from home where possible 
and stay inside except for 
essential outings. Many 
department stores closed 
their doors but supermarkets 
remained open. Restaurants 
have remained open also 
but many are now take-out 
only. 
 
The state of emergency was 
declared until May 6 (the 
end of a week long holiday 
period called Golden Week 
in Japan) but at this stage it 
is likely to be extended even 
further as cases are still 
increasing. Schools are due 
to open on May 11 but this 
date may move if the State 
of Emergency is extended. 
 

 

PRAYER 

The Geberts need your 

prayers as they step out in 

faith; with the vision of 

Japan as a nation that loves 

God. God sees Japan as it 

will be; a Christian nation. 

There will be regular updates 

on how you can pray 

specifically for them and the 

situations they work with in 

Fukuoka and Japan. Page 4 

has their prayer needs. 

We all need to keep God the 
central focus in all we do. 
 

 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

The Geberts’ need the word 

to go out around Australia. 

They need everyone who 

has a heart to see Japan 

changed by the good news, 

to share with their friends 

how they too can become 

involved. This can be done 

through Facebook by going 

to 

www.facebook.com/japandir

ections, and liking and 

sharing with your friends and 

talking to them about it. The 

website 

http://japandirections.com/. 

is where all the information 

on the work the Geberts are 

doing. 

SERVING & SENDING 
SHORT TERM TEAMS 

The Geberts are interested 

in hearing from supporters 

who would like to send a 

team with talents to assist 

with evangelistic outreach. 

They would love to consider 

having you along on field. 

What an opportunity to come 

and have fun in serving the 

local Church in Japan. 

Please email Ps. Eugene: 

Japandirections@gmail.com 

Teams will be under the 

direction of the Geberts. 

However they should come 

with their own team leader. 

Individual/s please get in 

touch for more information. 

ALL IT TAKES IS FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 
TO DECIDE TO NEVER TIRE OF DOING 
GOOD, OWN HIS VISION & ACT 

http://www.facebook.com/japandirections
http://www.facebook.com/japandirections
http://japandirections.com/
mailto:Japandirections@gmail.com


  

UPCOMING  

EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAISE AND PRAYER POINTS 

 

 

  

 

 

PRAISE GOD BECAUSE: 
 

 Our prayers for another 
interpreter have been answered, 
with a lady called Masako now 
interpreting for our online 
services. 

  The online Life Group is 
growing, with people being 
discipled every week. 

 We can now run online English 
classes. Recently we had 5 
students in our 
intermediate/advanced class.   

 We have been able to replace 
our ministry vehicle – this has 
especially had impact on the way 
we do our food ministry. 

 

 We are enjoying the extra family 
time. The extended break from 
school has been beneficial for 
the girls. 

 

 We feel so loved by our missions 
partners especially as they pray 
for us during this season. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

 Pray for the homeless and the needy in Fukuoka. 
Many services are no longer available for them 
due to the covid19 crisis. Pray for wisdom for us 
and finances as we look to increasing our 
ministry to them during this period. 

 Pray for wisdom for us as we look for new ways 
to connect with people.  

 Pray for the online English classes – that they will 
grow and that we will build strong connections 
with the students. 

 Continued finance to pay the rent for the ministry 
venue. 

 Peace and rest for the family as we balance 
ministry needs with home schooling/ taking care 
of the girls. 

 Continued good health for the family. 
 

 

• Tuesdays each week – Free online English classes (Beginners and 
Intermediate/advanced) 

• Wednesdays each week: Food Ministry  

• Thursdays each week: Recording of online service, online Life Group 

Th 
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