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Thank you 1Day! 

 

 

 

 

Please remember ACCI’s One Day 

campaign. The One Day Campaign 

contributed greatly to fund the set up for 

Wakuwaku Life Church plant.   

To find out more about the campaign 

and how you can get involved please visit 

the link below. 

http://www.accimissions.org.au/oneday 

 

Quarterly Newsletter   

What an amazing time of year. 

Christmas is the season all over the 

world where Christians come 

together and celebrate Jesus being 

brought into the world. This is not a 

public holiday in Japan. However this 

time Christmas Eve fell on the 

Emperor’s birthday holiday.  

 
Over 30 people came to enjoy the big 

roast turkey, sing carols and hear a 

Gospel message. Of the 30 people 

who came, many were in Church for 

the first time.  Attendees also 

included children from the Kids Fun 

Time outreach. We praise God that 

two people responded to the Gospel 

message. We were also able to 

distribute Bibles to many people who 

had never owned (and in some cases 

never seen) a Bible. A man walking 

down the street also heard the party 

and came upstairs to have a look! 

We invited him upstairs for a great 

Christmas lunch. 
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The walk through the Bible course looks 

at helping people to remember the Old 

and New Testaments chronology of 

events and thus the Bible. This was run in 

conjunction with another local church in 

Kurume. An Australian pastor came and 

taught the sessions using an interpreter 

and flash cards to aid the memory 

process. 

What a great opportunity our 
congregations had to memorise the 
bones of the two testaments!  

 

This is something that is also available to 
everyone there in Australia too. If you 
are interested in running this course, 
please find out more at 
www.walkthru.org.au or email 
info@walkthru.org.au.  

 

Praise God that this year we can 

celebrate impacting over 60 

individuals by weekly assisting with 

their food needs. Praise God we have 

been able to see people saved, and 

been able to teach people, reach 

people, encourage people, pray with 

people and provide a family for 

people to belong to, growing in God, 

forgiveness and love. We have so 

much to thank God for on Christmas. 

 

file:///C:/Users/yoooo/Documents/Japan/Newsletters/www.japandirections.com
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 KIDS FUN TIME 

Once a month on a Saturday we have a 

‘Kids Fun Time’ outreach. It is an 

opportunity for the children in the 

community to learn some basic English 

through games and singing. 

 

There are also fun craft/art activities 

and sports. The Gospel is presented 

each time using story and songs.  

This outreach activity is growing each 

month and there are many positive 

comments from both children and 

parents.  

One girl wrote to Jessica and said that 

she “loves Wakuwaku Life Church”. 

In a country where church is 

completely unknown this is so 

encouraging! 

SUPERHEROS NEEDED 

 It’s time to take the plastic off. 

Superheros are needed on team - NOW! 

 

Matthew 5:9 says: Blessed are the 

peacemakers for they will be called the 

children of God. We are all called to help 

people make peace with God, that’s what 

His children do! 

Isaiah 52:7 says that those who bring the 

Good News are beautiful. 

Matthew 9:38 says: Ask the Lord of the 

harvest to send out workers into his 

harvest field.  

That is our prayer today. That God would 

call people like you to answer, and come 

and work here on field. Please pray about 

coming and joining the Gebert’s Kyushu 

team.  

A gap year/working holiday is an exciting 

adventure awaiting those of you ready to 

answer God’s call! Get in touch with 

Eugene Gebert now for 2019. 

Readying for school 
Elyssa is now in her final few months 

of Kindergarten as she starts her 

first year of elementary school on 11 

April. She can’t wait for school.  

Part of the preparations is buying a 

‘Randoseru’ which is the school bag 

that all elementary school children 

must have. 

  

 

 

They start at around ¥30,000 

($380.00) and go up to over 

¥100,000. The bags need to last for 

all of their elementary schooling and 

come with a guarantee.  

Needless to say that Elyssa’s bag will 

be at the low end in terms of cost 

and she was so excited to come to 

the store to pick out the colour. 

Thankfully at the moment some of 

these bags are on sale too. She looks 

so grown up! 

www.japandirections.com 

MINISTRY VENUE 
Since moving into the ministry 

venue we have seen more souls 

saved and we are making a real 

connection in the community. We 

are believing for 12 Churches/ 

individuals to partner with us to 

each cover one months’ rent in 2019 

($1500 per month). Perhaps you 

could consider a partial 

contribution. We still need to raise 8 

months of rent. To assist with this 

please visit:     

https://donate.acci.org.au/form-

4487739/gebert-fw172-pledge and 

indicate that your donation is for the 

Church plant. 

 

A New Apartment 
Our apartment was feeling very 

cramped during 2018 and was 

becoming quite a stressful place to 

live. It was also not ideal for our 

ministry as we lived a distance away 

from the Church.  We praise God 

that at the end of 2018 we found a 

larger apartment very close to the 

Church and Jessica’s school. There is 

a park directly behind the new 

apartment which is fantastic as the 

girls can play under the watchful eye 

of their parents.  It also means that 

Jessica can develop stronger 

relationships with her friends after  

School. We are also now able to touch 

base with the community at a greater 

level and we too are building stronger 

relationships as a result. 

A 9th Birthday Party 
On the 5th January, Jessica turned 9 and 

she was overjoyed to have a birthday 

party with her school friends. We asked 

her what cake she would like and we 

thought her response would be 

chocolate. However as she has dreams of 

being a rock star she said “a guitar cake”. 

We were up for the challenge and we 

were happy with the result – it also tasted 

delicious! 

file:///C:/Users/yoooo/Documents/Japan/Newsletters/www.japandirections.com
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Facts & Figures  
Celebrating the New Year 

in Japan 

 

 In Japan, New Year 

(oshogatsu) is an 

important holiday. January 

1-3 is a family time and 

people visit shrines and 

temples. People go to pray 

for happiness and good 

health for their family. 

Otoshidama is also a 

special custom where 

special envelopes with 

money inside are given to 

children. New Years day 

itself is meant to be stress 

free with no work and so 

special food is prepared 

prior. Ozoni is a delicious 

soup served with mochi. 

Osechi –ryori is presented 

in beautiful lacquered 

boxes and is often 

purchased from a store. It 

is usually food that can be 

eaten over a period of a 

few days. This year our 

family was given a special 

Osechi box to enjoy that 

included lobster!! 

 

Happy New Year! 

Akemashite omedeto 

gozaimasu あけましてお

めでとうござ います 

Four Ways to Get 
Involved 

  
SOCIAL MEDIA 

The Geberts’ need the word to go 

out around Australia about what 

God has called them to do. They 

need everyone who has a heart to 

see Japan changed by the good 

news, to share with their friends 

how they too can become involved. 

This can be done through Facebook 

by going to 

www.facebook.com/japandirections, 

and liking and sharing with your 

friends and talking to them about it. 

At the moment the Facebook site’s 

purpose is to draw people to the 

website http://japandirections.com/. 

This is where people can find all the 

information needed on the work the 

Geberts are doing and more. 

At the moment there are 245 likes 

on Facebook, which is a great start. 

Keep the momentum going and get 

the word out directing people to 

both the Facebook and webpages 

where all the relevant information 

and forms can be found as well as 

commendations. 

  
PRAYER 

The Geberts need your prayers as 

they step out in faith; with the vision 

of Japan as a nation that loves God. 

God sees Japan as it will be; a 

Christian nation. 

There will be regular updates on how 

you can pray specifically for them 

and the situations they work with in 

Fukuoka and Japan. Page 4 has their 

prayer needs. 

We all need to keep God the central 

focus in all we do. 

 

FINANCE & GIVING 

Financial giving is so important and 

key to being able to do what needs to 

be done. One off donations are great, 

and regular monthly commitments 

essential. 

Everyone can be a key part in God’s 

work by simply making a 

commitment to support the Geberts 

so that people who have never heard 

the good news have a chance to 

accept God’s life changing love. 

 

 
SENDING TEAMS AND SHORT 

TERM TEAMS 

As part of their vision the Geberts 

are interested in hearing from 

supporters NOW who would like 

to send a team with talents to 

assist with evangelistic outreach 

activities in 2019. 

The Geberts would love to 

consider having you along on 

field. What an opportunity to 

come and have fun in serving the 

local Church in Japan. Please 

email Ps. Eugene: 

Japandirections@gmail.com  

Teams will be under the direction 

of the Geberts. However they 

should come with their own team 

leader. In the case of an 

individual/s coming to join the 

Geberts Kyushu team, please get 

in touch also for more 

information on what 

opportunities are available that 

you can be involved in.  

 
 

ALL IT TAKES IS FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 
TO DECIDE TO NEVER TIRE OF DOING 

GOOD, OWN THE VISION & ACT 

Everyone can easily participate in 

the Geberts’ journey by giving 

support in one of the four areas 

needed. 

www.japandirections.com 
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Praise God because: 

 We were able to move into a new apartment on 

26 December. The benefits to our family on both a 

ministry and personal level are huge. 

 The 'Kids Fun Time' outreach that we run once a 

month is growing. The children are having a great 

time and continuing to return. Please pray that 

this monthly outreach opportunity will continue to 

grow. One young girl commented that she "loves 

Wakuwaku Life Church". 

 We hosted a Christmas lunch on 24 December and 

the majority of attendees were in Church for the 

first time. Praise God for two salvations and we 

were also able to distribute Bibles.  

 People within the Church are being discipled in a 

new way and we are really seeing people growing 

in their walk with God. 

 Praise God that we have a Japanese lady helping 

with the Food Distribution Ministry twice a month 

 We have new members joining the ministry team 

here in 2019. 

 

Please pray for the following: 

 Please pray for a Church attendee who is in hospital 

with blood cancer (the cancer has come back a 

second time). Please pray for his total healing. 

 Pray for new connections in the community and 

divine appointments. 

 Please pray for more workers - in particular 

translators, people to get involved in music and a 

Japanese speaker to help with the Kids Fun time 

outreach and Kids Church. 

 We are in need of more monthly ministry partners. 

As we prepare for our short Australia trip in March 

this year we will be arranging meetings with new 

potential partners. Please pray that as we talk with 

people, that there would be a connection in 

people’s hearts for Japan and partnering with this 

ministry.  

 Please pray for the family – good health and that 

our Japanese speaking ability would increase. 

FEBRUARY 2019 

 16th Kids fun time outreach 

 English hangouts outreach launched  

MARCH 2019 

 9th Kids fun time outreach 

 14th Mar-2nd April Missions presentation at Cityview Church Missions conference WA & visit to our 

hometown of Melbourne 

APRIL 2019 

 Early  April – Young person from WA arriving to study in Japan as well as assist the church.  

 8th  Jessica starts grade 3 

 11th Elyssa starts grade 1 with an entrance ceremony 

 13th Kids fun time outreach 

 


